“Joy to the World! the Lord is come:
let earth receive her King!”
Voices United #59

Christmas 2007

Dear friends in Christ,

Christmas greetings from your St. Matthew’s Church fami/ith snow falling gently
outside my window, Christmas carols playing in the background and eelsnjoyfully
decorating the sanctuary for this special season, | once agae pmlook back over another
wonderful year at St. Matthew’s. This is our third Christmasttogy and | feel blessed when |
reflect on all that we have accomplished through the power and tispicé the Holy Spirit. It
is easy for us to exclaim “Joy to the World” when we think about our strong Sundslyipping
community, lively music ministry programs, fellowship groups taat for all ages, Kingdom’s
Kids Sunday School that has grown to include a nursery and threeoclassrTuesday food
bank ministry that feeds our neighbours in need, and the Honduras Messmorhat is returning
for a second summer in 2008 to help build an orphanage and minister terchildresus’ name.
For many, the highlight of this past year was the $200,000 Sanctuaoyd®i®n that has given
our church family a bright and contemporary worship space for gemeyab come. The
dedication of our new Sanctuary in September, with special guelstdingclocal politicians and
the media, was a day so full of pride and thanksgiving thatymaall not soon forget it! In
addition to all these joy-filled ministries, the on going pastoeak ministry of the church to
those who are sick, grieving and seeking God in times of casisntes faithfully and often
behind the scenes. This has been, by all accounts, a banner yaar dongregation. We are
stronger numerically and spiritually than ever before and weraentio discern where God is
leading us so that we can be an even more effective communitgce gnd compassion in the

world.

Cont....



During this Christmas season we once again gather to remémebaéepth of God’s love
for humankind that the Lord was willing to risk an encounter with us irilélsd through Jesus
Christ. As a result God knows the joys, struggles and pain of huxmsteree. God also is
stronger than anything this world can throw at us and we findaroimnfknowing that the little
baby born in the manger long ago now sits powerfully at Godis and intercedes on our
behalf. Whatever you are facing this holiday season from diseasspair, financial worries to
family fights, loneliness to a loss of direction, please trust@ual is with you in the midst of
your challenge and turn to your friends here at St. Matthew’to¥e and support. After all, the
story of Christmas is about God’s incredible love for each andy ereature on this earth —
including you! You will find enclosed a copy of the Advent and Christegagices here at the
church. I look forward, along with the ministry team, to welcoming you to the churaigdbrs
holiday season.

Before | go | must pause and give thanks to all those who have hefi@dtine ministry
here at St. Matthew’s so vibrant and faithful. | am overwhelmethéyenerosity in our midst
as people come together to share their time, talent and &dastine glory of God in this place.
It is with considerable joy that | can share the good newothe200,000 sanctuary renovation
has now been entirely paid off as of December 2007. What an inereitionstration of our
church family’s generosity and sense of mission. With this inglediccomplishment behind us
| now invite you to direct your offering to the local (generaipd and to The Mission and
Service Fund as we pay off all our bills in this last month ofys. To that end, you will find
a special envelope enclosed and | would encourage you to think about “lyayinghurch
family” a Christmas gift this time of year. | know in our hewse sit down to budget how much
to spend on each family member for a Christmas gift and ada@ noom for the church —
treating our congregation as a part of the family. | trudt yba will be able to do the same
during this incredible time of year when we celebrate Godtstgifis in Jesus Christ that leads

us to sing with carolers of old:

Joy to the earth! The Saviour reigns:
let all their songs employ, while fields and floods, rocks, hills and plains
repeat the sounding joy, repeat the sounding joy,
repeat, repeat the sounding joy.

Grace and peace in Jesus’ hame,

The Rev. Ross A. Lockhart
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